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Date and Site to be posted on internet.
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President’'s Message
and Other Comments

Eric Brunner

Welcome to this our Fall issue of the TACH. As
most of you have noticed, we did not have a Summe
issue since Paul, our Editor, was out in BC for most
of the summer. Therefore, there is a lot of news &
results to catch up with in this issue. =

mer its age caught up with us at the July MR2 Meet.

Although I could not attend all of the Club Solo Il While lapping on Friday at SMP, the clutch acted-up

events, | understand that they were well run and hadnd the car had to be limped home. Unfortunately,
good turnouts. Rob and | ran the Lotus Cortina at titbat meant Rob could not defend his unofficial title as
last event (19 October) and it was a great success having the fasted Mark | MR2 at the combined MR2/
with 47 competitors (the highest we have ever had f&t. LAC slalom the next day at Picton. He did drive a
a club event), a great course, and excellent weatherbog-stock Supercharged MR2 graciously loaned to

him by one of the Toronto MR2 club members, but
Club Elections: hitting a pylon on the last run just meant he was
Well, two years have rolled around again and itis piped for the class win, whereas he probably would
time to vote for a new executive. An Election Com- have been at least 2—3 seconds faster with his own
mittee will be formed to come up with a slate of will-MR2.

ing candidates for the following positions: It turns out that 100,000 km with at least 2500 drag
racing starts, was the limit for the clutch lining! Ear-

President lier in the season, he had been able to lap with the car
Vice President at Mark’s Z-Car day as well as lap at the VARAC
Treasurer weekend at Mosport.
Competition Chairman The next problem was putting the car through emis-
Newsletter (TACH) Editor sion testing. My first attempt was stopped during the
Membership Chairman test (Svendsen Brothers) due to leaks at the exhaust

pipe-header connection as well as a leak within the
If you are willing to stand, this is your chance to parsmanifold. Well, there was no problem correcting the
ticipate in the running of St. LAC. Ed Luce isthe exhaust pipe leak with new gaskets, but the manifold
nomination officer and he can be reached at 613-54%as a different story. The head-upper manifold area
5300. is pretty crowded! We ended up having to remove

the alternator to get at one of the header bolts and
The election will be held during the regular Club  found that the manifold leak was due to the gasket,
meeting at the RCAF Club, Thursday, 20 Novemberbut as these OEM cast-iron headers are notorious for

cracking at the #3 - #4 upper bolt area, we installed a
Fall Tour: new one. Many thanks to the Parts Manager at King-
John Kinnear is planning a Fall Tour through scenicston Toyota for working with me to get all the mani-
Prince Edward County on Sunday thd'Z8ctober, fold, hardware and gaskets and giving me a good
which should be enjoyable with stops for cheese, fryirice on the parts. Car was then retested and easily
and wine purchases as well as a great lunch break. passed.
More details to follow from John.

| discovered a couple of neat examples about Toyota
MR2 Highs & Lows: quality while working under the car. The alternator
Rob and | have had some great fun with the MR2  sits in a cradle (two “fingers” on the bottom and one
running it in slaloms and lapping days, but this sum-on the top) with a long bolt through the bo Page 2




tom section of the cradle and the bottom of the altertheir minds and decided to keep selling one of their
nator body. A short bolt secures one side of the up-lines that is popular? (Don’t do the same as Ford

per end of the alternator to the top finger of the cra- who stopped production of the Taurus — their most
dle. On the bottom section, there is a sliding tube in popular selling car).

one of the fingers which you push out flush with the Like the others of the “Big Three”, Ford has been los-
inside face so when you reinstall the alternator, it ing money due to poor car sales and high discounting,
slides in easily and then tightening the long bolt,  while their European Division is still making money
pushes the tube out to take up the gap. Hence no uand has some very interesting models. Well finally
due strain on the cradle. Also, the tension on the belhe American mentality of “not invented here” seems
(multi-grooved, by the way) is adjusted by a vertical to be waning and Ford will be importing some of the
sliding pulley assembly. | could easily access and smaller more economical and sporty ones (and maybe
rotate a vertical bolt head (with a socket) to get accleventually making some of them within North Amer-
rate tension and then tighten a horizontal bolt (whichca).

passes through the axis of the pulley) to fix the pulley

in place. For all you mechanics out there, that may When Ford last imported the British Ford Line in the
be seem “old hat”, but to me encountering it for the 60’s & 70’s (Anglia, Cortina & Capri), anti-corrosion
first time and knowing how you adjust belt tension obody design was unheard of and between the fast

old British and older American cars, it was a revela-rusting and Lucas electrics (the real reason for the fall

tion. of the British Empire, in my opinion), the cars got a
bad reputation. The Capris started out being made in
GM - Ford Woes: England but when the engine plant went on strike,

While at Svendsens waiting for the MR2 E-test to beHenry Ford Il switched to German Capris. A later
finished, | chatted with the Shop Foreman and men-importation of German Sierras (called Merkurs and
tioned that we had an 83 Supra with an electronic Scorpions) didn’t sell very well. However, the cur-
dash at over 215, 000 km. His experience was thatrent European Ford Line is well designed and if pro-
any GM car that had an electronic dash usually hadoted (and priced) correctly, should be very success-
fail at 50,000. We both lamented how customers  ful.

who experienced those failures were probably lost to

GM forever. Other short-sighted GM philosophies Lotus Cortina:

(easy assembly but not caring about maintenance awVell, as most of you know, we finally got the Lotus
cess), such as having the clutch slave cylinder for Cortina mobile.

manual transmission Cavaliers

inside the transmission, also | .
drove customers away. He sg «.
that most of their repairs were
on “American cars” — which g
kept them in business - and V¢
rarely did they have to work o
an import.

On a positive note for GM, we
had heard that they were goin
to stop making their Chev Up-
lander and Pontiac Montana
nivans. | frankly could not un{
derstand why as you see then
everywhere (maybe even mor|
than Chrysler and Dodges).
Well, I now see ads for '09 ve
sions, so have GM changed




Rob and Eric Brunner

| had hoped to have it running in time for Mark’s Z-
Car Lapping Day in late May, but | couldn’t get the
transmission to shift with the engine running. When |
got to SMP to lap with Rob’s MR2, | was told to go
home and get the Lotus so it could be looked at with
all the expertise around. After Rob and I returned to
the track, Ron Wanless had a clutch rebuild kit which
he put into the slave cylinder and with Harold Moore
helping me bleed the system, we finally got the trans-
mission to work. So, we were able to get it on the
track and do some break-in laps.

This was a momentous occasion for me to have the
car running again after all those years, but it was

- club rallies run with quality navigators like
Dave Phippen, Clair Oliver and Harry Dods
worth

- Judy driving in a slalom two weeks before
Rob was born and us thinking maybe she
should stop now.

- taking Judy to KGH to have Rob

- Regional slaloms with Rob in the Ford Tot
Guard seat and us coming home from events
with 1% and 2%in class plus First Lady. (I
would beat the guys in our class and she
would beat me)

| have to thank a lot of people for getting the car run-

equally emotional for Rob who had not driven the caming for me:

before. All that time before, he had been a passenger
as Judy and | competed in the car. The Lotus had
been stripped out to a rolling shell for restoration just
before his 18 birthday, and when | was suddenly
transferred to Toronto our whole economic picture
changed and we were there for 15 years before being
able to come back. Also, Judy unfortunately passed
away while we were there.

In many ways the car also brings back to me many
memories of my past life:
- what we had when we got married (still had
some confetti inside)
- honeymoon drive to Cape Cod

- Vince and Gail Murray for doing the body
work, painting and storing it while | was still
in Mississauga

- Ron Rogers for rebuilding the engine and
sourcing many of the parts for the rebuild

- Mike McLaughlin for starting it up after
properly orienting my distributor, cleaning up
the burnt points, changing the oil pressure
gauge to a workable one, and correcting my
accumsump connections at the oil pump.

- Ron Wanless, John Kinnear and Rob for
helping in the engine installation

- DuPont of Canada for the free Imron Paint
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Besides the slaloms and lapping sessions, we have St. LAC Holding a Race?

had it in 4 car shows. We first trailered it to the In the Spring, there used to be a test & tune weekend

Lansdowne show, which was unfortunately rained at SMP called “Spring Fling.” The intent was to pro-

out, but Dick Odgers was able to give us a dash  vide time before the racing season for drivers and

plaque. At the VARAC weekend Sunday Car Showgcrews to test their race cars and have them scruti-

| was really surprised by how many people talked toneered. The event has not happened for the last 2

me about the car and their remembrances. The nexgears but the need to have a tech and testing session

car show was at Verona during their summer festivais greatly missed. St. LAC has been asked if we

but the main interest was American cars, and | and &ould be the club to organize the weekend.

fellow with a very rare Citroen SM were the only | think this would be a great way to promote St. LAC

“foreigners.” Rob took the L/C to the Boot'n Bonnetwithin the road racing community. We have an ex-

British Car Show in MacDonald Park and the car  cellent reputation for Solo Il and we do have (at pre-

won “Best Race Car.” sent) 15 members who race. As the weekend
(probably just Friday and Saturday) would not in-

For the last Club event on 19 October | had had timeolve races, we could handle the organization but

to reset the timing and optimize the Weber settings have to ensure that the financial aspects have minimal

(using a colour tune) and with the Toyo R-888s jeopardy to the club.

scrubbed-in, the car started to come alive. Rob worAnother thought, would be to follow Ron Wanless'’s

Class 1, just piping a MR2 by a tenth, and achieved VARAC idea of allowing 20 minutes of each avail-

the Club class championship. Therefore, in its first able hour for road cars as an attraction for members

year back in action, the car has won in both “Show” interested in lapping their cars (at a reason price).

and “Go.” We will keep you advised. Our prime intent is not to
place the club in any manner of financial jeopardy.

We did have some problems with the make-shift ex-

haust system coming apart and much thanks to Ser@tub Appreciation for Racing Members:

for helping to reconnect one of the pipes back onto The last CASC Regional race for the season is called

the header. “Celebration” and is held the last weekend in Sep-

So, the car is slowly being sorted out for suspensiortember at Mosport. John and | have started a tradi-

Weber, and tire settings, and needs some more bredéikn where we hold a small wine & cheese party for

in distance as most of the 300 miles to date are in the St. LAC racers & marshals at my trailer after the

competition where we try to keep the revs below  Saturday event. It was a good way to show the club’s

6000. appreciation for their support. We tend to spend most
of the time on autoslalom events, but Celebration is a
good venue to spend some time with them.
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Competition Report

Burl Vibert

It's been a good year for St LAC's club competitionwe all got eight runs), but we could still do a few
with well attended events at several different venueghings better for next season.
We've had lots of fun running large courses on the We could use a dedicated laptop for registration and
tarmac at Picton, usually well over a kilometer long, timing as we didn't have one for several events and it
which allows the more powerful cars to stretch their added confusion and more work.
legs a little. We also ran at Shannonville on various We occasionally had some last minute scrambling to
configurations, plus we tried out their new skidpad get cones and equipment to venues when we couldn't
for a Father's Day event which had quite a few fathemund up someone who was trailering to the event.
son teams running. We should also look into a better timing/scoring sys-
Our events run smoothly and we usually get quite atem as our timer is older than some of our competi-
bit more than the minimum three runs (our last eventors. | think it's time for an upgrade.

Score
Rob B 66 Lotus Cortina 594.552 1st Class 1
Beth B. 90 Mazda Miata 574.074 2nd Class 1
Rob S. Sr. 83 Mazda RX-7 551.631 3rd Class 1
Ed L. 75 Jensen-Healey 590.338 1st Class 2
Bob E. 05 Kia Sepectrab 588.619 2nd Class 2 2008 CI b S lo 2
Scott B. 92 Mazda Miata 579.611 3rd Class 2 U 0lo
Burl V. 83 Porsche 911SC 598.806 1st Class 3 Competltlon
Rob S Jr. 92 Chev Corvette 586.510 2nd Class 3 Results
Dave R. 94 Chev 728 582.175 3rd Class 3
Bill Ro. 85 Tqyota MR2 588.583 1st Class Mod See pages 8 and 9 far
Sergio B. 80 Fiat x1/9 534.926 2nd Class Mod detailed results.
Burl V. 83 Porsche 911SC 598.806 Overall Champion .
Mathieu L. 07 Mazda Speed3 572.561 Top Novice Congratulatlons to
Bill Ro. 85 Toyota MR2 588.583 Most FTD (5 of 10) our Winners!
Marc G. 84 Nissan 300 ZXT 491.748 Cone Killer (16)
Top 10 Class
Burl V. 83 Porsche 911SC 598.806 3
Rob B 66 Lotus Cortina 594.552 1
Ed L. 75 Jensen-Healey 590.338 2
Bob E. 05 Kia Sepectrab 588.619 2
Bill Ro. 85 Toyota MR2 588.583 Mod
Rob S Jr. 92 Chev Corvette 586.510 3
Dave R. 94 Chev 228 582.175 3
Scott B. 92 Mazda Miata 579.611 2
Doug B. 03 Honda S2000 579.009 3
Chris H. 92 Honda Civic 578.047 2 Page 6




Participants in the Clup
Solo 2 Championship
Series




John K. 2

Charles MacC |02 Toyota Celica 2 85.945

Brian M. 2

Chris P. 78 Datsun 280Z 2

Ron H. 93 Honda Civic 2 N 86.707
Herb C. 02 Lexus SC430 2 N 80.693

Burl V. 83 Porsche 911SC 3 100.000 100.000 99.123 98.002 99.310
Rob S Jr. 92 Chev Corvette 3 98.564 93.479 100.000 | 94.308
Dave R. 94 Chev 228 3 96.692 99.968

[Doug B. 03 Honda S2000 3 97.204 98.256 96.250
|Mathieu L. 07 Mazda Speed3 3 N 91.435 98.684 91.885 89.947 91.447
[Marc G. 84 Nissan 300 ZXT 3 95.507 99.416

Jon McC. 87 Chev Corvette 3 94.842 100.000 94.061 95.003
Paul McC. 87 Chev Corvette 3 95.447 98.201 89.964 | 100.000
IMatt G. 84 Nissan 300 ZXT 3 94.773 95.773 92.496

Chris M 97Honda Civic 3 N 95.973 94.887

Jay R. 92 Honda Civic 3 N 96.935 94.424
Dan F. 02 Nissan Sentra Sp %) N 90.998

Bill Ro. 85 Toyota MR2 Mod 100.000 95.000 95.000
Sergio B. 80 Fiat x1/9 Mod 0.000 81.846 95.000 83.905
Dic O. 57 Morgan +4 Mod 79.219

Steve M. 72 XDitF4 Mod 76.278

Page 8




Page 9




The ASN Canada FIA has announced in May
Of Possible Interest that they will no longer sanction the Targa New-
by John Kinnear foundland. The statement on their website states that
this is due to the Targa being “unwilling to meet the
This past April # was the 48 anniversary of ASN’s normal requirements for the licencing of com-
the loss of Scottish racing legend Jim Clark whoe ago€titors.” | am not sure just where that leaves the
many will know, lost his life in a Formula 2 race at Targa organization, but | gather that they have made
Hockenheim, Germany. | well remember the day arther arrangements and will go ahead with their great
the great feeling of loss shared by most members ofevent again this year.
the motorsport world. Clark was such a towering fig-
ure in those times that it seemed unbelievable that he | am sad to report the passing of former St.
could die in a race car. His impact then was likely LAC member and racer Bob Nicholson of Kingston.
even greater then Michael Shumaker’s in recent ~ Bob raced the ex-Grant Hamilton Sprite in 1965 &
years. Part of it was that he did not just do Formula66. He and girlfriend (later wife), Donna, were great
1. He drove sports cars, touring cars, rally cars, Ind{p be with at both club events and the paddock at
and even did a NASCAR race at Rockingham N.C. Mosport. He retired a number of years ago due to
He jolted the American racing establishment by medical problems after a career with the Kingston
nearly winning Indy in his first try in 1963. He camePolice Force. An amusing incident comes to mind.
back and won in ‘65 and many figured that he had While driving down Princess St. one morning, | heard
won in ‘66, but the race was given to Graham Hill in& police whistle and noticed an officer waving at me
what was claimed to be a scoring error. In F.1 he to stop. Confused, as | really didn’t think that | had
dominated most races that he entered, often taking done anything wrong, | pulled over to the curb. Then

the pole and then calmly driving off in his Lotus and | recognized Bob. He just wanted to discuss arrange-
also taking the win. ments for a Mosport outing the following weekend!

Naturally, everyone else figured that | was getting a

Congratulations to Dan & Kyle Corcoran on ticket!
their 8" overall placing on the One Lap of America
earlier this year while driving their Corvette Z 06. Well, Bernie Eccelestone is at it again! He
Fifth looks pretty good to me as | understand that has announced that the 2010 British Grand Prix will
over the years the competition has become pretty be held at Donnington Raceway. He has engaged in
fierce. an ongoing skirmish with the British Racing Drivers
Club who own Silverstone, threatening to move the
When driving into Cornwall on McConnell ~ race to another track. Looks like he has finally carried
Avenue lately, | noticed a sign. ‘Bait Car Program inout his threat. He has even stated that if Donnington

Effect’. Who wouldn't love to be on hand and watchisn't ready, then the race will go to another country.
a would-be car thief fall prey to a bait car? It would This is likely what he hopes for, as there is usually
be worth paying admission! In case you havn’t hear@lore money in it for him from races abroad that are
about this setup, it works like this. The police leave bankrolled by the local governments. Silverstone has
an attractive car (like a Mustang) parked along the considerable seniority among racetracks around the
street. When the thief breaks in and starts the car, Wworld. It held the first World Championship F. 1 race
will only goes a short distance before it will auto- ~ €ver in 1950. Over the years, the G.P has moved
matically stop and the doors lock. The cops can the@round to several tracks in England. There were
stroll up, and as Sheriff Roscoe P. Coltrain on the G.P.’s at Brands Hatch and Aintree, and in 1993, a
Dukes of Hazard would say, “cuff ‘em and stuff European G.P at Donnington. In fact, back before
‘em.” WW 2, a G.P was held at Donnington from 1935 to
38. Back then, these were stand alone events that did

And then there is the cute personal licence not count towards any championship. It was in those
plate that | noticed in the paddock at Mosport re- ~ dark days just before WW 2, that the mighty Mer-

cently. DNQ 4 ALMS. It was on a Toyota Echo! ~ cedes and Auto Union teams showed up and put on
an awesome performance. During practice
Page 10




Nuvolari driving an Auto Union, hit a stag at about
150 mph! His reaction? He had the head mountedg!

In case you hadn’t heard, FIA President Mak
Mosely recently survived a non-confidence vote at|a
special meeting of the FIA member clubs. This wds
due to a sensational story appearing in the British {ab-
loid, News of the World, in which Max was reported
to have been involved in an orgy with up to five pras-
titutes. Further, it was alleged that this ‘party’ carrifd

a Nazi theme. This was even more sensational in {hat
Max’s father, Oswald Mosely, was the leader of th
Fascist Party in England before WW 2, and was cosy
with Hitler. Another sidebar to this tale is that one obpectator viewing areas. The cars in attendance were
the ladies (?!?) involved is the wife of an MI 5 agentboggling. Ferraris, Maseratis and Aston Martins
He was subsequently asked to resign. Note that MI<eemed a dime a dozen in the paddock. Many of the
is the domestic security branch of the British Secret cars were limited edition specials from the 20 or 30's.
Service. Max has sued the tabloid for invasion of Your correspondent had the opportunity to talk to Pe-
privacy and won a settlement of 60,000 pounds. ter Giddings, who was racing a 1930/31 Alfa Romeo
Whew! P 3 G.P. car. Although you could say that I'm into
British cars, I've got to say that | also dig Alfas, espe-
At the recently concluded Bonneville Speed cially historic stuff like this one. It had won the lItal-
Week, Danny Thompson, son of racing legend ian G.P. driven by Nuvolari and the 1934 G.P. de
Mickey Thompson, is reported to have driven an E g5
fueled, stock-based Mustang to an out speed of 254.0
mph and 2- way of 252.3 mph. They are claiming tHis
to be the fastest production based Mustang of all
time.

Dick Odgers (left) with friends

Continuing the Land Speed Record theme, §
group in England has unveiled the British Steam Car,
which is to attempt to break the record for steam
powered cars that was set in 1906 at 127.6 mph foy
the flying mile. We speak, of course, of Fred Marriq
and the Stanley Steamer and his runs at Daytona Alfa Romeo P 3
Beach. This new car is somewhat more advanced
then the Stanley and the target is 170 mph. The test
driver is Don Wales, who is the grandson of Sir Mal-Monaco with Guy Moll, being entered by Scuderia

=

colm Campbell. The boilers are fired by LPG that Ferrari. The word
heats distilled water to 400 degrees C and produces ‘provenance’ comes to
over 500 psi. pressure which drives a two stage tuf- mind. | also spotted John
bine to 13,000 rpm, this in turn drives the rear Fitch driving his one-off
wheels. The car is over 25 feet long and weighs alout prototype of the Phoenix.
3 tons. The message on a sign
posted at Lime Rock
On Labour Day weekend | had the pleasureg of Park, reads “ Motor rac-
accompanying Dick Odgers to the vintage races at ing, Bull fighting and
ime Rock Pk. in Connecticut. This has to be the most Mountain Climbing are
ttractive raceway that | have ever visited. It is sur- sports, all the rest are
rounded by high wooded hills with some excellent games.”
John Fitch & Phoenix Page 11




Miscellaneous Comments from Your Editor
Paul Jeffrey

Congratulations, Bon Voyage, and Thank You to Rob B. The Congratulations is for the birth of a son to
Rob and Erica. The Bon Voyage is directed towards his upcoming posting to Afgharise&aThank You is
for having served as Competition Chairman for several years, and for his mdnibiorough distribution of
the competition statistics this season.

Where was the July Issue offhe Tach ? All of you who wait anxiously by your mail box for the arrival of
The Tachmust have been disappointed last July when that issue was a no-show. The reasolarfioeribeat
ble turn of events was that Marge and | were out in BC for over 2 months starting mid Jupeglonged
visit with relatives and friends. With this issue we are back on schedule and mfariaish 4 issues/year in
the Winter (January), Spring (April), Summer (July), and Fall (October). fedl¢hat Quarterly is the appro-
priate frequency to provide a record of Club and Member activities, while the Clultenggisinternet email
serve for day to day communication.

We invite all members to provide articles or express their opinionkanrach.The Executive believe that
this Newsletter is an important avenue for communication to the membership, dlsowash that the mem-
bership would reciprocate by expressing their views on how the Club is doing and how ibeniigiproved.
So, send you comments to the Editor, we want to hear form you.

Our Journey to the West Our time back west in BC involved driving our Ford Windstar minivan towing a
10 foot box tent trailer; during this last summer of high gas prices we covered 14,000 kmisl dinel pAeabs

$2400 for the privilege. The real pain was spending over

$100 to fill the gas tank! The unit performed well with|no

mechanical problems and cruised at 100-110 Km/hr af 21-
22 MPG where the terrain allowed. The tent trailer wgs
used just under half the nights, the rest of the time we
stayed with relatives. We have made such trips many
times since moving to Kingston in 1967, and never tirg of
the experience as it just seems to get better each tims.

Now, although we have fully enjoyed our 7 years with [the
tent trailer, since arriving back in Kingston we have sdld it
and purchased a Class B motor home, which is a conyer-
sion of a full size van. Such units have all the room
needed for 2, along with all the amenities of the much|lar-
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ger Class A and Class C units. | guess that we are beginning to apprecestealevel of comfort when
camping. The unit was purchsed with only 55,000 kms so there is plenty of life in the begsictdrkee
shows our campsite on the beach at Sandbanks Park this October.

Amazing Success of Porsche Inc. You may recall that | touched on this
topic a number of issues ago. The success of Porsche is made possiblg¢ by
their industry-high average earnings of $33,000/car. Porsche will be gro-
ceeding to increase its stake in Volkswagen by a further 4.9 % of Volks|
wagen ordinary shares for a total of 35.14 %, with the intention to ultimgtely
purchase more than 50% of the shares. The deal gives Porsche de fagto con-
trol of Volkswagen.
In turn, Volkswagen owns numerous nameplates such as the Czech Re¢pub-
lic's Skoda and Spain's Seat, to upper-echelon marques like Bentley arrct
Bugatti, as well as Audi, which in turn owns supercar maker Lamborghini, seat Bfirsche owns a control-
ling stake in all said nameplates. Whew, it will sure be interesting to seeavhatome out of all this. | sus-
pect that a lower-cost Boxster powered by a 4-cylinder turbo engine wilhkiegra welcome appearance.

GM is on a Roll | am rapidly becoming a fan of GM. The ZR1 and CTS-V are spectacutarasdong
as you have the bucks. But now, GM has delivered a blockbuster inexpensive car in thetgai€obalt SS
available in both 2- and 4-door, powered by a 2-liter turbocharged 260 HP engine. Readrnh&oad
&Track, as well as Car and Driver,,to see how the Cobalt SS is outpacing mamnsieg@empetition on the
track. It may be beyond belief, but the SS turned better times than both the Mitsu Evo arfdTdabiVIR.

My Old Cars just won’t go Away!  On our trip out to
BC, Marge and | took a 3200 km sidetrip up to Kitimat pn
the Northwest coast where | went to high school. Therge
resides my original 1965 Porsche 911 in a stalled statqg of
restoration. It is definitely for sale and | am sorely
tempted, but not the least of problems is how to get it Qack
to Kingston as it is a long way from being drivable.

And not long after arriving back in Kingston, the pur-
chaser, Adam, of my 1990 CRX-SI showed up at the deot-
step wanting to show me the results of the body work and repgint-
ing he bankrolled. The car sure looks a lot better than when | had

it, and the owner is as proud as punch, as he should be. He has had
the car up to Calabogie for lapping with OMSC, so if you see g
black CRX about, it is probably him.

“‘Roadsters foster Consideration” | read this quote recently,
and it certainly applies on me. When driving the Miata with theg top
down (which is always unless it is pouring), | am particularly con-
siderate regarding pedestrians and cyclists. What is working here, lisitimétfeel removed from them as |
do when driving a closed car. | am fully visible and | feel that | am outgitiethem, in their own environ-
ment, so to speak. So naturally, | am more considerate, as | would be if passiogesasmen walking, or
riding my own bike. And there is something else working here, as | usuallystiviver when the top is
down. There is so much to see that | have a desire to prolong the trip in distance andhiend am driving
top-down on the back roads, | always feel a little sorry for those in closedlmasovdesperately need to get
around me in their hurry to get somewhere, or perhaps they just can’t tolergtéenltbigir cars for a
moment longer than possible! Page 13




Thirty Motorsport things went through mind today while | was looking out my kitchen window

waiting for my morning toast to pop. By Loose Lugnuts (a k a Steve Muller)

1) Where the heck has Ron Fellows been this year?

2) Do rain tires really work? If so, why is it that when they switch, it stapisg®

3) Isturn 2 wide open at Mosport that scary?

4) Why did Bobby Rahal and David Letterman fire Danica?

5) If Paul Tracy coined the phrase "Chrome Horn." Does his race car have a horih @mdmse and wha
does it sound like?

6) When did F1/Indy Car/Champ Car become a driver feeder series for NASCAR

7) Is Kyle Busch that good?

8) Do pit grid bunnies really live on lettuce and carrots?

9) Why is it that you can prep your car for days, spend a lot of money, and then you car$br@@lpart
during a race it will put you out?

10) Is Shuie really sitting back laughing and counting his money?

11) If you take a passenger doing Solo Il, shouldn't it be a called Duo 11?

12) Does a cone actually die when you hit one?

13) If traffic lights are timed for 30 kph, are they also timed for 60 kph?

14) Why do some people call a Miata a girly car?

15) Has anyone bought JV's cd yet?

16) How does a Rally Car driver convince someone to be their navigator?

17) Do racecar engines actually make the sound "Kaboom" when they blow up?

18) Do Goodyear race tires last for a good year?

19) Isitjust me, or does Bernie Ecclestone look like Truman Capote?

20) Why do dirt racecar drivers turn right to go left?

21) Are Smart cars really that smart?

22) 1 wish that Jimmy Shampine was with us today. Just imagine the Oswego $dexdd he could
have designed now.....RIP 8 Ball

23) Ice car racers in the winter are as crazy as snowmobile deag irathe summer. Ya'll need help but,

I'll watch ya'race.

24) Bring back the 6 wheel F1's.

25) Hey, there's two kids in front of my house riding tricycles side by side. 2 to 1 the kidex tiart
wins..any takers ?

26) Ding dong, Avon calling. Hi, I'll take 4 of the 13 x 6 x 20's , medium compound slicks. Hewkit]y
come back. You misunderstood my free mounting question. Honestly, | thought you Weyease
car tyres.

27) How cool was it to see JV in his first NASCAR truck race with the # 27 on the trucle skumens
Gilles .

28) Honda is going to sponsor the 2009 Indy Car race in TO...Thanks Honda.

29) Cool on Seb Vettle on his first F1 win.

30) Is my toast burning or am | having a stroke?
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Top ten list of captions for this picture.
Steve Muller

10 ) Why is everyone waving their arms at me?

9) You want a hotlap ?... Here's one for ya'll !

8) Itold them it was gonna blow up.

7) What's that smell ?

6) 1 engine down, 17 more to go to beat JV when he drove for BAR.

5) Hey, | found a way to get that blinking red light on the dash to stop blinking.

4 ) They told me | could drive the car if | checked the fuel line connections ...hmmit.lefgstighty
or righty tighty ?

3) Dudes......... grab the hotdogs......... | got the heat .....you get the meat.
2 ) Well, there goes my chance to work for Penske when | graduate .
And # 1

Now | know where the foam came from at our frat party last night!
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while the car was in the acid bath”. This, of course,

Amelia Island Concours d’ elegance referring to the practice of dipping bodies in acid to
by John Kinnear. reduce their weight.

Later, | checked out the cars that were for
sale. | had read about Duesenburgs and had seen a
few in a museum, but just outside the Ritz was a
Reautiful red & black Murphy bodied roadster. And,
as | stood watching, a guy started it up. Its 6 litre,
twin overhead cam, in-line 8 made a muted burble
that belied its potent performance. One could just

imagine a wealthy sport of the 1930’s wheeling

Gail and | had often talked of taking in a
‘high-end car show’ but Monterey in California
seemed like a pretty big trip. However, we heard th
the relatively new show at Amelia Island, on the Flo
ida coast near Jacksonville, was excellent and im-
proving. So we decided this year that we would
make it part of our annual spring vacation trip. After
finding our Best Western Hotel along |1 95 on the , Tuou T
north side of Jacksonville on Friday afternoon, we through New York or Chicago in this mighty ma-
went scouting out on the island and found the site ofhine. Later it crossed the auction block to fetch $2.4

the show at the Ritz Carlton Hotel, which is along thillion! Another notable car was Edsel Ford’s hot-
beach and features a lovely golf course. rod, which | understand was build for him in 1934. It

looked more like a period sports car with cycle fend-

ers and the driver’s seat set well back toward the rear

axle. It was painted red and naturally was powered

by a Ford flathead V-8 which would have been a re-
o cent development in ‘34. It brought $1.6 M. Then
there was the impressive Bentley Speed 8 that
changed hands for $2.0 M. A very nice XK 150 was
$140,000, and, to my surprise, a fancy VW bug
brought $36,000. Many of the cars were not exotics
though, with many American cars from the 50s and
60s. British car fans would have enjoyed the 1934
MG PB Airline Coupe.

Gail decided to take a day off after our long
drive south, and | headed out alone on Saturday
morning. The main event of the day was the RM
Auctions sale just outside the Ritz where about 10
cars were to go on the block. My interest was soon
diverted to the “Trans Am Seminar’ in the ball room
of the Ritz. It was moderated by TV personalities
David Hobbs and Tim Considine, the room full to
capacity with about 400 race fans. The guests in-
cluded Dan Gurney, George Follmer, John Morton,
Tony Adamowitz, Sam Posey, and the weekend’s
special guest, Parnelli Jones. After about an hour,
they were joined by several more guests who were : ,
‘behind the scenes’ type people. Most notable were and we arrived ready for the Concours d’ Elegance.

Peter Brock, designer of the Cobra Daytona Coupe,We parked near the local airport and rode a shuttle
and Bud Moore. of NASCAR fame. who had run a PUS to the venue. Overnight the golf course had been
team of Mustan,gs for Ford. with Pérnelli driving. transformed into the grandest car show we had ever

The moderators got the session going and things w&&en' Approximately 300 cars of all eras were ar-
soon were rolling right along with tales of big acci- "@yed there for our inspection. We hardly knew

dents, and some accidents that were not really acci¥Vhere to start! 1 can’t begin to tell you about all of

dents, creative preparation, and lots of other skull- the fascinating cars we drooled over, but I'll try and
duggery. Most of the guys were trying to come up COVer some of the highlights to give you some flavor.

with stories about the others. Sam Posey told how

Dan Gurney had prepared a Plymouth Barracuda at___Firstwe inspected a collection of Parnelli
his All American Racers shop. At the first race the JON€'S race cars. There was the 1963 Indy winner

scrutinizer finished checking over the car and con- (Ag&janian’s Willard Battery Special), a Trans Am
gratulated Dan and his team on a great job, then Mustang, a couple of stockcars, and his Baja racing
leaned his elbow on the roof. It left a large dent! He ©rd Bronco. We were then drawn to the Trans Am
stood and looked at it and intoned “I think you boys S€ction by the sound of about 25 race cars being
have a lot of work to do tonight.” They had to graft Started' Aline of Mustangs, Camaros, Barracudas,
the roof from a car at the local dealer onto the race €!C- Sat roaring in the moring sunshine. Then we
car. Posey’s one liner as to what had happened wagncountered the star of the show. It was the Thomas
“ | think that Dan took an extra long lunch break Flyer that won the ‘Great Race’ from Nex

Sunday turned out to be another lovely day,

<
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York to Paris in 1908. It was presented by the Harrah For the fanciers of British cars we noted a
Museum as it would have been as it rolled into ParisJaguar XK SS, an MG K3 from the Collier Collection
with mud on its wheels and a coil of heavy rope in Naples Florida, and 1 of 2 aluminum bodied Sprite
draped over its hood. With it were 3 fellows in pe- racers ever built. The XK SS to my mind is the most
riod style long coats, gauntlet gloves, and flat caps spectacular of the Jags. Like an E type bulked up on
with goggles. One was the great-grandson of the gusgeroids! Its muscular appearance is, well, like a Jag-
that had driven it in that epic journey. uar! And they only completed 16 before the factory
burned. The K3 was the most competitive MG of all.
Another interesting group was the ‘beach racNuvolari drove one to win the Tourist Trophy at
ers’. These were cars that had run for speed recorddNewtownards, Northern Ireland, in 1933 against all
on the nearby Ormond Beach in the earl) 26n- comers and his lap record stood till the 1950’s. The
tury. There was the Olds Pirate, the Packard Grey factory only built about 30 K3s. The ‘People’s
Wolf, the Buick Bug, the Blitzen Benz, a recreation Choice Award’ went to a Roll Royce Phantom IlI
of Henry Ford’s #999, and the Wisconsin Special. V12.
With them were a couple of famed cars from the
50’s. The Ford Battlebird was a 55 T Bird with a sin- A feature that seemed to please the ladies in
gle seat and the rest of the passenger compartmentattendance (and most guys too ) was the fashion
decked over and sporting a headrest that tapers inteshow. In a replay of the original Concours d’ Ele-
tailfin. It had been driven by Chuck Daigh and a sevgance of Europe, they presented cars with models
eral other drivers in its era. Nearby was a Corvette displaying fashions appropriate to the cars era and
SR2. Both ran for class speed records at Daytona antended use. The first was a car from about 1903
appeared in a few road course races. We spotted awith the model done up as a ‘Gibson Girl’, and the
cream colored Duesenberg roadster that had been final was a 1960 Caddy with the model dressed in the
owned by Clark Gable, and stood and just stared at dackie Kennedy style. For this feature, the regular
fabulous Talbot Lago. The lines and colors were jusinnouncer was joined by a lady fashion designer.
so right. Later, we admired a Porsche RS 550 Spy-Judging by the reaction of the spectators, it is likely
der, which was the same model in which ‘50s movieto become a regular feature.
icon James Dean met his fate.

A little work will get this ready
for the next concours!
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Letter to St LAC | was supposed to call Wanda from my cell when we
got to the harbour but couldn't until Tim took over. |
Hi folks told her, "I couldn't call because | was flying the

Last Tuesday | had the opportunity to fly a small ~ Plane”. She said, "you were WHAT!?!"

plane from St. Stephen to Blacks Harbour and make/3nyway it was lots of fun and my first look at the
passes of our property before giving the wheel to  Pay from the wild blue yonder. Amazing!

Tim, (the guy that owns the plane) so he could get I've done a little work on the pics so you get the full
some overhead vertical shots with his pod mounted €ffect.

camera.

As you know, it rained much of the season here ~ Cheers,

and made it difficult to do any painting or outdoor ~ AleX Kilpatrick

maintenance around here, so | got some exercise
keeping the lawn trimmed up! Wanda & Alex @

| couldn't let all of my work this spring/summer go The Harbour Tide Inn

without getting some pictures so we had a perfect day ~ bed, breakfast, good times & friends ~
and away we went. We took the doors off the plang 725 Main Street, Blacks Harbour, NB, E5H 1Ep

and did some swoopy things to get these shots. Tim  www.bbcanada.com/htinn or www.htinn.ca
was a little more daring, comparing the dives 1-506-456-3400 1-888-527-3400

to "bombing runs.”
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St. Lac Membership Report

John Kinnear

I’'m pleased to report that as of this date we have 85 members on the books (Sepidrndbeas far |
know, is a record for St. LAC. It appears that many of you are active in otyrispdub events or in other
pursuits such as racing.

At this time, on behalf of the club, | would like to take the opportunity to welcome our many new

members to St. LAC. They are, in no particular order - John Ostap, Craigd®@haHenry Schneider, Em|i
Schneider, Ted Marvin, Anne Marvin, Scott Marvin, Christopher Marvin, Russel Drivery @inastrong,
Jennifer Armstrong, Bob Armstrong, Mathieu LeBlond, Andrew McClintock, Pauh &b English, Chris
Mann & Stephanie Stacey. | should also mention the returning member Rick PfatereaPresident, who
has rejoined with his son Rick Jr. And while we are talking about former memlzengngj | also note that
another former president, Pierre Mandeville, has rejoined with his son Erice Waractive with us circa
1970 and did some racing, and since then has been involved with our sport in Quebec.

As most new members may already know, the club holds a number of Autoslalom evVielyesagadn

addition to these events, your club membership is a ‘gateway’ into organizedmootoit gives you the opf

portunity to enter events organized by other CASC affiliated clubs and alsople ssmoSprint, lapping
days, and even circuit racing. You can also consider checking-out our friends ab@deck Communicaf
tions Association, who do the marshalling at Shannonville. They are alwaysoeadicome fellow enthusit
asts who would like to join them trackside.

| also draw your attention to the business cards on the back pabe dach All members who have

a business card are encouraged to submit it to the Editdreot achfor inclusion. Naturally, we hope that all

members remember those cards when they are in need of the goods or pesvides by those members
whose cards appearTine Tach

Regalia Report
John Kinnear

At this time we have on hand the following;

- 3 ball caps - 2 white & 1 black

- 3 golf shirts ( white ) - 2 Lg & 1 med.
- 13 tee shirts - blk.

- 1 long sleeve denim shirt ( X L)

- 1 jacket (dark blue ) large.

Anyone interested in purchasing any of the above is invited to contact me at
613-389-3566. Extra club decals are also available.
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Chart supplied by Burl Vibert
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Myers Motorsports: 2008 Season
iIn Review

Paul Myers:
www.myersmotorsport.com

We have had a history of engine
problems at the first race weekend of
the season in May, and this year was
no exception. We qualified well ang
were having a good fight with a 944
turbo in race one.

o

About two laps from the end of the

Photo courtesy of
Lizslense@smugmug.com

race the engine quickly developed a
miss and abruptly died. Back in the pits we tried to
roll the engine over by hand finding it would not go

complete disassembly it was obvious that we would
not get this engine quickly back into service.

past top dead center. The second piece of bad newd/e sourced a used engine from Portland Oregon and

Photo courtesy of www.myersmotorsport.covln

Photo courtesy of www.myersmotorsport.com

was that we could not remove # 2 spark plug. The
engine had to come out. Once we removed the ex-

had it shipped to Clayton New York. After receiving
the engine it was torn down, inspected, and new bear-
ings and timing belt were installed. The larger throt-
tle body and adjustable fuel pressure regulator were
swapped over from the race engine. During this
process we missed the next two race weekends.

Our return to racing in July at Calabogie Motorsports
Park went well. The goal of the weekend was to fin-
ish well but not beat up or risk the car. For the re-
mainder of the 2008 season we are running a stock
engine that did not have any modifications to
strengthen it for racing, so reducing wear and tear to
maintain reliability was the name of the game.

The competition in GT B was very intense, with sec-
ond through fifth cars running nose to tail for most of
the races and swapping positions many times. Throw
a few GT A cars into the mix, while threading our

way through the slower classes, and it made for very
close and exciting racing.

We finished third in the first race. In the second race
we dropped to fifth when a faster GT A car moved
inside at the start, leaving us on the outside of the
first corner, allowing our competitors to take advan-
tage of the situation and get the jump on us. We
managed to stick our nose in for a pass a couple of
times, but could not make it stick.

haust manifold and found a valve completely missing

we knew it was not going to be an easy fix. After
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The third race was hectic with a faster GT A car stardugust 9/10 at Mosport was our next race weekend.
ing behind us again on the inside. The GT A car goSince the valve failure at the first race weekend we
past us but could not make headway on the cars  are running a stock engine with about 105,000 miles
ahead. The 6th place GT B car took advantage in aon it. This engine is down about 40 to 50 HP on the
race engine. Even so we man-

aged to qualify the car in 1st of
the GT B class. Our time was
about 1 sec slower than our best
lap time (classified). Everyone
else was also slower than usual
so the slower time is probably
more to do with the track condi-
tions. We were able to set this
pace with a HP deficit thanks to
our friends at RS Barn. Just be-
fore the Mosport race they pro-

Photo courtesy of www.myersmotorsport.com | Vvided a strut tower brace and
camber block brace. The braces

have stiffened the front end of

slow left hander to get by us but we took the spot the car improving our cornering speed. After install-
back in Quarry complex, a series of three right handing the brace we set up the suspension geometry for
ers. We also got a good run up the inside of the GTMosport using Kingston Volkswagen'’s state of the

A car to try and get some clear track to close on 4thart alignment rack for accurate and consistent set ups.
place. | had to lift exiting the last right hander of the

complex as the car got loose. This allowed the GT Ahe first race was going well and only the factory

car to get past us again. The 6th place car was takifigyota TRD Supra got by us. Things would be dif-
every opportunity to harass us so we had to both  ferent if he didn't have almost twice the horsepower
drive defensively to keep him behind and offensivelywe do.

to try and get past the GT A and GT B

car ahead of us. The GT A car finally J;ot
past the GT B car ahead on the front
straight on the second lap. On lap 3 |
managed to get the right spacing betwgen
myself and the car ahead to carry a speed
advantage through Quarry and onto thg
front straight passing him on the insidg
into corner one.

| was now in 4th place challenging the Photo courtesy of Lizslense@smugmug.com
third place car. Unfortunately on lap 4

missed a shift exiting a slow left hander before a fast
right sweeping turn called spoon. The 5th place car The race was red flagged before half distance be-
took advantage of his better drive and went around cause of several stopped cars in hazardous loca-
the outside of me. | have to admit it was a nice tions. By the time the race was restarted it was rain-
pass. For the remainder of the race 3rd place througiy. With last years crash in the rain fresh in our
5th ran nose to tail and we weren't able to change minds, and seeing spray coming off the tires on the
that, finishing fifth in class. The in-car footage is  warm up lap, it was enough to convince us it was
pretty spectacular. time to get back into the pits. We were not alone in
our decision to save the car. Sure enough
the race was red flagged a second time ¢ Page 22




accident at the exit of turn
one on lap 2 or 3, and the
race was finished under yel-
low behind the pace car.

In the last race we were
starting near the back of the
GT B field. We were be-
hind a black Porsche

911. During the race the
911, myself, and a Prelude
had a great battle. The
driver of the 911 made his
car very wide and drove a

Photo courtesy of
Vicsr@smugmug.com

good strategic race. Even
to accidents before two laps were completed. The though I had the ability to turn a faster open lap time,
race did not complete enough laps to count in the he defended corner entries well and could pull a gap
points. between the exit of a corner and the entry to the
next. | tried everything | could to pressure him, out-
At the start of the second race the track was damp. $de, inside, etc, but in the end he crossed the finish
camaro at the front of the pack decided to stand on line just ahead.
the accelerator as the flag dropped, immediately spin-
ning on our side of the track. All we could do is After only the second full race weekend we are 8th in
jump on the brakes to avoid cars slowing in front of the points but the top 10 spots are very close. We are
us and hope that no one goes into the back. We losttdl in the hunt for a top 3 season finish.
huge number of positions as the right side of the track
got away cleanly. We got going again and started td would like to take this opportunity to thank my
chase down the cars ahead. A 944 turbo had a big crew, Bruce Robertson and Brendan Bureau for all
their help throughout the season.

Thank you to our partners that helped
us stay on track and remain competi-
tive after the setback early in the sea-
son. Without you we could not have
recovered as quickly as we did.

Photo courtesy Vicsr@smugmug.com

KINGSTON Torbram

W) (LD

@ Auc

VOLKSWAGEN Electric Supply
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The Tachis the newsletter of the St. Lawrence Auto Club, 829 Norwest Road, Suite 302, Kingston, d
K7P 2N3. Back copies are posted on our website (www.stlac.ca).

Submissions of articles related to automobiles or motorsport are encouraged.ishdvisralso available.
Contact the Editor. The St. Lawrence Auto Club (St. LAC) is affiliated witlCHeadian Automobile
Sport Clubs, Ontario Region (CASC-OR), 416-667-9500. Club meetings are held at 7:30 PM on the)
Thursday of every month at the RCAFA Club, Kingston Norman Rogers Airport.

Executives:

President Eric Brunner, 613-376-1538, ebrunner@personainternet.com

Vice-Presidentand Past PresidentRob Switzer, 613-384-3375, rswitzer@cogeco.ca
Membership Chairmen and Past PresidentJohn Kinnear, 613-389-3566, jkinnear@kingston.net
Treasurer: Chris Peck, 613-384-8442, cp@queensu.ca

Competition Chairmen: Burl Vibert, blur@cogeco.ca

Newsletter Editor and Past PresidentPaul Jeffrey, 613-389-0714, paul.jeffrey@sympatico.ca

Membership Application or Renewal Form

Name

Mailing Address

Phone (Home)

Phone (work)
FAX

Email

Other CASC-OR club memberships:

2009 Membership Dues:
$35 Full; $25 Associate. $5 Additional Family. $15 Student. $100 Corporate.
See our website www.stlac.ca for full details.
(Note: For those who join via the CASC-OR website the fees are 5% higher. Fgplexaull mem-
bership becomes $36.75. This compensates for the revenue loss we would otherwise incur.)

Please complete this form (or facsimile) and return it with dues (chequepayadide to “The St.
Lawrence Automobile Club”) to our Membership Chairman.

St. LAC Membership Chairman

C/O John Kinnear

1163 Bentley Terrace

Kingston, ON, K7P 2L8
613-389-3566, jkinnear@kingston.net

N,

3rd
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Fall 2008

The Tach

Trophy winners in the Club
Solo 2 Championship
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